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KS2 SATS – INFORMATION FOR 
PARENTS

THIS SLIDE SHOW WILL ALSO BE 
AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE FOR 

PARENTS TO ACCESS AT HOME.



WHAT ARE THE SATS?

• The end of KS2 assessments are sometimes informally referred to 

as ‘SATS’.

• SATS week across the country begins on 11th May 2026.

• Pupils will complete test papers in: spelling, grammar, maths 

and reading. Writing, is assessed using evidence collected by 

the teacher over a longer period of time.

• Pupils will complete the following SATS test papers:
- Monday 11th May 2026 –Punctuation, Grammar and Vocabulary

- Monday 11th May 2026 - Spelling 

- Tuesday 12th May 2026 - Reading

- Wednesday 13th May 2026– Maths Paper 1 Arithmetic 

- Wednesday 13th May 2026 – Maths Paper 2 Reasoning 

      - Thursday 14th May 2026 – Maths Paper 3 Reasoning



WHAT ARE THE SATS?

• The tests will take place during normal school hours, under exam 
conditions;

• Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the 
assessments are handed out until they are collected after the test has 
ended;

• Afterwards, the completed papers are sent away to be marked externally;

• The children’s results are sent back to school in July and will be reported to 
parents either same day or next day.

• The standard timings of tests differ but last no more than 60 minutes:
- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) – 45 minutes;
- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) – 15 minutes;
- Reading – 60 minutes;
- Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – 30 minutes;
- Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes;
- Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes.



HOW ARE THE TESTS GRADED?

• The marked tests will provide the following information:
- A raw score (i.e. number of marks)

- A scaled score (see below)

- An indication of whether the national standard has been met.

Scaled scores - Tests are developed to the same specification each year. 

However, because the questions must be different, the difficulty of tests may 

vary. This means that the total number of marks a pupil gets in a test (their 

‘raw’ score) must be converted into a scaled score, to ensure accurate 

comparisons can be made of performance over time.

Pupils scoring a scaled score of at least 100 will have met the expected 

standard on the test. However, given that the difficulty of the tests may vary 

each year, the number of raw score marks needed to achieve a scaled score 

of 100 may also change. For example, if the overall difficulty of a test 

decreases compared to previous years, the raw score required to meet the 

expected standard will increase. Similarly, if the test is more difficult, the raw 

score required to meet the expected standard will decrease.



• In scaled scores, a score of 100 represents the 

national standard. The lowest is 80 and the highest is 

120.

• A pupil will need to achieve a scaled score of 100 to 

show that they have met the national standard on the 

test.

• Pupils achieving a scaled score of over 110 would 

indicate they are working above the expected 

standard (Greater Depth).



Each correct mark on 

the raw score, does not 

equate to one more 

point on the scaled 

score.

This example from 

Maths paper 2022 

shows if a child scored 

a raw score of 58, they 

would need a further 5 

marks to move up to a 

scaled score of 101.



READING



READING TEST

The reading test is a single paper with questions based on 3 different 

texts. Your child will have one hour, including reading time,

to complete the test (They are encouraged to move on to the next test after 20 

and then 40 mins.)

There will be a selection of question types, including:

• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the

order in which they happen in the story’

• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word which shows that Yuri was not 

very careful when he put Veronika’s bag down.

• Short constructed response, e.g. ‘Name two cities where Vladik has 

performed.’

• Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once

upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout

this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’





KS2 READING TEXTS
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KS2 READING QUESTIONS



KS2 READING QUESTIONS



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Read with your child: get your child to read aloud

  to  you, or you read aloud to 

them, and then ask them questions such as the

examples given above. Most questions that the 

children find hard to answer, or answer wrongly, are 

linked with language understanding and knowing 

what words mean. 

• The more children read and the wider range of texts 

they read will help them with this. Audio books can 

be a good option for reluctant readers as it will still 

expose them to rich, higher-level vocabulary.



SPELLING, PUNCTUATION 
AND GRAMMAR



WHAT IS THE SPaG TEST?

The Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test consists of two 
papers:

Paper 1: Grammar, punctuation and vocabulary

• Short answer questions, usually presented in order of difficulty

• 45 minutes 

• 50 marks

Paper 2: Spelling

• 20 sentences from which targeted spelling words have been 
left out. Teacher will read out loud the sentence, for your child 
to write the missing spelling in the sentence.

• Around 15-20 minutes (not strictly timed)
• 20 marks



PAPER ONE CONTENT 

This covers areas such as:

• Word classes

• Conjunctions

• Pronouns

• Punctuation

• Standard English

• Identifying parts of a sentence

• Contractions

• Vocabulary and meaning



PAPER ONE CONTENT 

The grammar and punctuation test will include two 

sub-types of questions:

•Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the 

sentence below’

•Constructed response, e.g. ‘Correct/complete/rewrite 

the sentence below,’ or, ‘The sentence below has an 

apostrophe missing. Explain why it needs an 

apostrophe.’



EXAMPLE QUESTIONS
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EXAMPLE QUESTIONS



PAPER TWO

This is a spelling dictation exercise which covers all 

rules and spelling patterns studied throughout KS2.



PAPER 2 CONTENT

Spelling

Pupils will be tested on:

• the spelling of common prefixes and suffixes, e.g. 

which words need double consonant before 

adding suffix etc.

• the spelling of words from the Year 5 / 6 statutory 

spelling list

• Homophones

• Uncommon phonic sounds e.g. s sound spelt 

with a c – silence.

• Silent letters – e.g. thumb.



SPELLING LIST FROM NEW CURRICULUM



In your packs, you have a 

list of the most common 

spelling patterns that have 

come up in previous SATs 

papers.



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Spellings, spellings, spellings!

Please help your child to learn their weekly spellings using 

spelling shed as well as practise on the paper that comes 

home each week. Ensure your children can automatically 

spell the high frequency words.

• Terminology

Help the children to become an expert on the names of 

different word classes, punctuation etc. When reading to 

and/or with your child, discuss the use of inverted commas 

to mark speech, the use of parenthesis (brackets) to add 

additional information, the use of capital letters etc.



MATHEMATICS



MATHS TEST

Children will sit three papers:

• Paper 1: arithmetic (30 minutes) 40 marks available

• Papers 2 and 3: reasoning (40 minutes per paper) 35 marks available on each 

paper.

Scores from all 3 papers are added together out of a total of 110 to create their 

scaled score.

Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where children 

have to give the correct answer to calculations, including long 

multiplication and division.

Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, including:

• Multiple choice

• True or false

• Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation, 
drawing a shape or completing a table or chart

• Less constrained questions, where children will have to explain their 
approach for solving a problem



ARITHMETIC QUESTIONS

• Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) has a standard timing of 30 

minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

• It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, 

addition, subtraction and mixed operation calculations 

requiring BIDMAS), as well as number properties, 

calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using 

decimals, and calculations using fractions. 



ARITHMETIC QUESTIONS



REASONING QUESTIONS

Reasoning takes place over 2 papers done on 2 separate days.

• Demonstrates their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well as 
their ability to solve problems and their mathematical thinking. 

• Questions focus on the following Mathematical topic areas: 
- Number and place value– including Roman Numerals; 
- Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (calculations);
- Geometry – properties of shapes;
- Geometry – position and direction; 
- Statistics; 
- Measurement – including length, perimeter, mass (weight), volume, time 
and money;
- Algebra;
- Ratio and proportion;
- Fractions, decimals and percentages.

• The questions get harder throughout the paper. 



REASONING QUESTIONS



REASONING QUESTIONS



REASONING QUESTIONS



REASONING QUESTIONS



REASONING QUESTIONS



• Ensure your child knows their timetables - It is essential that 

they can use them accurately and quickly for multiplication 

and division. Times tables also form the foundations for so many 

other mathematical concepts. Ratio, fractions, factors, prime 

numbers, square and cubed numbers, area, perimeter and 

volume to name but a few!

• Practice methods such as column addition, column 

subtraction, short multiplication, long multiplication, short 

division, long division (including expressing remainders as 

fractions, decimals and remainder form.)

• Please ensure your child completes their set maths homework 

from the Maths SATS practice book each week.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?



OTHER ASSESSMENTS

• There is no writing SATS test.

• Writing assessments will be formed from judgements 

made by the teacher, looking at evidence from 

writing collected over the course of the year. 

• The teacher will moderate their assessments with 

other professionals to make sure there is a consistent 

standard across the country.

• Final judgements will be reported to parents at the 

same time as the other assessment results.



RESOURCES AVAILABLE

• Schofield and Sims revision guides

• Collins Revision guides

• CPG SATs Buster Revision Guides (SPaG, Maths, 

Reading) have been purchased.  Completing in 

school.

Websites:

• BBC Bitesize – KS2 Maths and English 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/

• TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed (Children have individual log ins.)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/


TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS

Remember this about SATs

SATs focus on what they know about Maths and English 
• They won’t reflect how talented they are at Science, Geography, Art 

or PE, and they certainly won’t highlight positive personal 
characteristics such as kindness and integrity. 

SATs results don’t always tell the whole story 
• The results will say they DID or DIDN’T meet a certain standard, but 

not necessarily by what margin. Additionally, the thresholds tend to 
change each year according to overall national performance, so 
what was classed as ‘did meet the expected standard’ in 2021 may 
have been considered a ‘did not’ in 2022. Class teachers will be able 
to provide you with more detailed feedback, so don’t let your child 
see SATs as a simple case of ‘pass’ or ‘fail’. 

SATs last for one week 
• In reality it’s just one or two papers lasting 30-60 minutes each day. 

We can’t emphasise enough the importance of keeping that in 
perspective.
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