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22nd January 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
We’ve had a wonderful week in school! The children have enjoyed exploring the new additions to our OPAL 
playtimes, and it’s been fantastic to see their creativity and teamwork in action. The scrap shed has been a 
huge hit, sparking imaginative play. 

We also held our very first Talent Swap, with Izzy in Year 5 teaching finger-knitting—supported by lots of 
enthusiastic friends who joined in. Alongside this, the arrival of new dressing-up clothes transformed the 
bottom playground into a lively gathering of monkeys, lions, with the help of some donated character 
dressing gowns! 

It’s been a joy to see so much fun, collaboration, and imagination throughout the week. 

Farewell to Mrs Ogden 

We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Ogden at February half term as she retires after an incredible 24 years 
at Moorlands. Throughout her time with us, she has worked with great care and dedication as both a 1:1 
teaching assistant and, more recently, as a classroom teaching assistant. 

Mrs Ogden has been a valued and much-loved member of our school community, and she will be greatly 
missed by pupils and staff alike. We thank her sincerely for everything she has contributed over the years 
and wish her a very happy and enjoyable retirement. 

School Drive and Car Park Safety 

The school drive must be kept clear at all times. Please do not park, stop, or wait on the roadside in front 
of the barrier to drop off or collect children. 

We have also seen some parents parking on the drive and then performing three-point turns while children 
are crossing. This is extremely dangerous and puts lives at risk. 

Unless you have been given explicit permission to enter the school car park, you must not drive onto the 
school drive. 

Thank you for helping us keep all children safe. 

Polite Parking Reminder 

Please can we remind parents to park respectfully within our community. We encourage everyone to use 
the park-and-stride facility or actively travel to school whenever possible. Please do not block roads or 
neighbours’ driveways. 
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Thank you for helping us keep our school community safe and considerate for all.  

Arbor Parent Portal 

Recently, we invited parents to login to the Arbor Parent Portal, and we have almost transitioned all 
parents over onto the new system. If you have yet to do so, please try logging in to the Parent Portal as 
we will be utilising it more in the coming weeks.  

• From Monday 26th January consent for all school activities that do not require payment will be 
given on Arbor. 

• From Thursday 29th January the weekly newsletter will only be sent via Arbor.  

We will keep you updated on this transition but if you have any issues or questions, please contact the 
school office via email (office@moorlandsprimary.org.uk). 

Mighty Writer Boards Now in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

Over the last few weeks, we have taken delivery of seven new 
Mighty Writer boards, an award-winning, multisensory literacy 
resource designed to help young children develop their writing skills 
through visual storytelling, sentence building and oracy. Mighty 
Writer uses large, colourful mats with detachable symbols, images and 
sentence tools to support children in planning, discussing and creating 
stories in a highly engaging, hands-on way.  

The children — and staff — in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
already thoroughly enjoying using the boards. They are proving to be 
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a fantastic tool for developing confidence in speaking, sequencing ideas, and structuring sentences in a fun 
and interactive way. 

A huge thank you to the PTA for generously funding these new resources. Their support continues to 
make a real difference to teaching and learning across the school. 

New Adult Walking Group – Come and Join Us! 

We’re excited to launch a new walking group for adults, funded by Project 
Sport. It’s a great way to enjoy fresh air, gentle exercise, and social 
connection.  

When: Thursdays, coffee/tea from 8:45am, walk starts at 9:00am 

Where: Meet at Moorlands, at Bookingham Palace (if no dog) 

Contact: for further information call 0752862850 or email 
projectcommunities@outlook.com  

Please wear comfortable shoes/trainers. 

Dogs Welcome: If you’re bringing a dog, please meet at the top 
of the drive at 9:00am 

Walks will finish by 11:00am, and routes will vary depending on 
attendees. There’s no commitment–come along for one walk or make it a 
regular thing!  

Walking Group Survey 

We would really appreciate it if families could take a moment to complete our short survey about the 
Walking Group. You do not need to attend the group to take part — the survey simply asks for your 
preferred days and times so we can make the sessions as accessible as possible for everyone. 

Thank you for your support! Adult Walking Group – Fill in form 

New Rainbow Friendship Games Bench 

On Wednesday, we took delivery of a wonderful new Rainbow 
Friendship Games Bench. This idea came directly from the children 
in our Well-Being and Active Committee, who wanted to enhance 
the playground by creating a special place where children can meet 
new friends, sit together, and enjoy simple games. 

The bench is designed to help children build friendships, feel 
included, and have a welcoming spot to go if they’re looking for 
someone to play or chat with. A huge thank you to the PTA for 
generously funding this lovely addition to our outdoor space. We are 
sure it will be treasured and enjoyed by children for many years to 
come. 
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PTA Disco – 12th February 

Our wonderful PTA are once again running their very popular school discos.  
Date:   Thursday,12th February 2026 
Timings:       Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 – 5.00pm to 6.00pm 
                      Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 – 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
Tickets:         Tickets are £3 each. They are available to book now on ParentPay. Tickets will be 

given out, and names will also be on the door to check for children with allergies. 
Children with allergies will receive a different coloured ticket and will then be given a 
wristband to wear during the evening, so helpers can identify children and direct 
them to appropriate snacks. 

Ticket deadline: Tickets must be purchased by 9am on 6th February. Book early to avoid 
disappointment! After this date, it will not be possible for you to buy tickets 
or to exchange them with someone else. This is to ensure correct 
medical/dietary information can be collated in advance of the discos and to enable 
the PTA to purchase appropriate amounts of refreshments.  

 

Disco Information and Guidelines 
We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming school discos! Here are a few important 
reminders to ensure the evening runs smoothly: 

• Collection: All children must be picked up after the discos. They will not be permitted to walk 
home on their own. 

• Medication: If your child requires any medication (e.g., inhalers), please ensure it is sent with them 
to the disco. 

• No Mobile Phones: Please ensure that your child does not bring a mobile phone. 
• Coats: When dropping off your child, please take their coat home with you and bring it back at 

pick-up time. Unfortunately, we don’t have enough space to store all coats during the event. 
• Stalls: There will be stalls offering sweets, crisps, drinks, biscuits, small toys, and keyrings for 

purchase. Please limit the amount of money sent with your child to £5 and, if possible, send it in 
smaller denominations or change. Free water will be available throughout the event. 

We hope your child is as excited about the disco as we are! If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
us at moorlands.primary.pta@outlook.com. 
Thank you for your cooperation, and we look forward to a fantastic night! 

Shout Outs 

We are so proud of Eliza in Year 2 who has achieved her 
explore core skills level 1 in gymnastics. To achieve this, she 
had to show skills on the floor, beam and bar. Well done 
Eliza!  

 

Charlie in 3HS was proud to show us these swimming 
awards this week. Congratulations, you super swimmer!  

 



 
 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 2026 

We are excited to celebrate World Book Day again this year, and back by popular demand, children 
can enjoy a non-uniform day with two fun options: 

Dress-Up Options 

Option 1: 
Come to school dressed in what you enjoy reading in – for example, pyjamas or a comfy tracksuit. 

Option 2: 
Dress as your favourite book character, such as Matilda, Mr Bump, The Gruffalo, Cat in the Hat, and 
many more! 

Book Swap 

As in previous years, each year group will take part in a Book Swap. 
Children can bring in a book from home that they no longer want and swap it for a different one within 
their year group. 

             Please ensure all books are brought into school by Thursday 5th March. 

Book in a Box Competition 

Over the next few weeks, children are invited to take part in our Book in a Box competition. 
This is free to enter, and prizes will be awarded for the most creative designs. 

The challenge is to create a scene from your favourite story inside a box – you can be as imaginative 
as you like! 

                Please bring completed boxes into school by Friday 27th February and hand them to your 
class teacher. 

       Don't forget to label your box with your name and class. 
Examples for inspiration can be seen below. 
 

 

Plastic Tubs Appeal  

As part of a Reception project, we are asking if anyone has any clear plastic 
tubs/jars with lids that they could donate to the school. They can be anywhere from 
8cm to 30cm tall; we just ask that they are definitely plastic and not glass.  

 



 
 

Moorlands Star Writer of the Week 

Moorlands Star Writer this week is Miley from 6S who wrote a wonderful narrative based on the Explorer. 
Miley's work was neatly presented and included lots of adjectives, relative clauses and fronted adverbials to 
make her writing exciting. Her word choices and manipulation of sentence structure was amazing. Miley 
used lots of ambitious punctuation including semi colons and colons. Well done, Miley! 

All work chosen for Moorlands Star Writer of the Week will be shared on the school website and can be 
found under the ‘Curriculum’ tab on the website’s main page. Be sure to keep checking our newsletter and 
website to see who will be the next Moorlands Star Writer!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Behaving the Moorlands Way and Learner of the Week Awards 

Each week, two special certificates are awarded in every class: Behaving the Moorlands Way and Learner 
of the Week. These awards are given to students who consistently demonstrate excellent behaviour and a 
fantastic attitude towards learning, always doing their best. We are thrilled to announce the recipients of 
this week's awards. 

Dates for Your Diary 

3rd and 4th February Year 3 Bagshaw Museum 

Thursday 5th February Young Voices Choir singing at Manchester Co-op Arena 

Friday 6th February PTA Disco Deadline 

Thursday 12th February Close for half term 

Thursday 12th February PTA Disco 

Friday 13th February Teacher training day- school closed for pupils. 

Monday 23rd February School reopens. 

Wednesday 11th February The ‘Phonics Screening Check’ information 9.00am. 

Thursday 26th February The ‘Phonics Screening Check’ information 5pm 

Monday 2nd March Summer Term After School Clubs open for booking 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

10th-11th March Parliament London trip. 

Tuesday 17th March Year 5 parent assembly 

Tuesday 24th March PTA Easter Egg Bingo 

Wednesday 25th March Reception Parent assembly 

Class Award winner Class Award winner Class Award winner 

Behaving 
the 

Moorlands 
Way 

Learner of 
the week 

Behaving 
the 

Moorlands 
Way 

Learner of 
the week 

Behaving 
the 

Moorlands 
Way 

Learner of 
the week 

DD Teddy Shuaib 2S Jacob Emma 4H Noor Rijul 

HH Colby Maya 2M William Brody 5W Holly Ethan 

SS Elias Eleanor 3M Louie Zikra 5G Millie S Ebony 

1P Myles Eesa 3HS Ridha Zoe 5F Eesa Laila 

1K Louie Daya 3S Muhab Eesa 6T Scarlet Lyla 

1SO Reuben Noah 4CM Louis Olivia 6C Aaniyah Amadou 

2J Ruby Olive 4W Zahra Hannah 6S Jacob Elsie 



 
 

Friday 27th March Yr.1 Parent assembly 

Friday 27th March Break up for the Easter Holidays. 
 

Keep up to date with all the latest news, events, and celebrations by following us on Instagram 
@MoorlandsHudds and visiting our school website: www.moorlandsprimary.org.uk. 

We regularly share: 

     Important school announcements 

         Photos and highlights from school events 

              Student achievements and celebrations 

             Key dates and reminders for parents & carers. 

As always, we have an open-door policy – if there’s anything you’d like to discuss, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. We value our school community and are always here to support you! 
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