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29th January 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome to This Week’s Newsletter. 

 

It’s been another fun and lively week in school, and the term is certainly flying by! We have lots to look 
forward to over the next few days: our reception families will be joining us for Stay and Play sessions, Year 
3 will be heading out to Bagshaw Museum to deepen their learning in history, and our Young Voices choir 
is preparing for their exciting performance at the Manchester Co-op Arena. It’s set to be a wonderful week 
full of learning, creativity, and memorable experiences for our pupils. 

Thank You to Gary Laird – Long-Serving Governor at Moorlands  

We would like to share our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to 
Gary Laird, who has now decided to step down from his role 
as a Governor, after more than 30 years of dedicated service to 
our school community. Gary previously stepped down as Chair 
of Governors last year, after many years in the role, but 
continued to support the governing body and the school. 
Gary’s connection with Moorlands stretches back decades. He 
served as a Governor at both Moorlands Primary and Outlane 
Junior School before its amalgamation with Outlane Infants, 
and he has contributed an extraordinary amount to our school community throughout this time. He has 
supported generations of children, including his own children and grandchildren, as they made their way 
through Moorlands. 

We will greatly miss his regular visits, where he would pop in to check that everyone was okay. The 
children always loved spending time with him, whether he was reading stories, being interviewed for class 
projects, or supporting the school on numerous trips. 

Gary has also shared invaluable expertise in fire safety, outdoor education, and health and safety, 
helping Moorlands grow and strengthening our provision in these important areas. 

Although we will miss him deeply in his official role, we hope he will continue to drop in from time to time. 
On behalf of the entire school community, we offer our warmest thanks to Gary for everything he has done 
for Moorlands. 
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School Drive and Car Park Safety 

For the safety of all children and families, we would like to remind parents and carers that the school 
drive must be kept clear at all times. Please do not park, stop, or wait on the roadside in front of the 
barrier to drop off or collect children. 

This week, we experienced a near miss when a parent reversed out of the driveway and almost hit a 
family who were crossing. We have also seen some parents parking on the drive and performing three-point 
turns while children are walking through the area. This is extremely dangerous and puts lives at 
risk. 

Unless you have been given explicit permission to enter the school car park, you must not drive onto the 
school drive at any time. 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us keep every child safe. 

Year 2 Visit to Lindley Bookshop 

Last Thursday, a small group of Year 2 children visited the Children’s Bookshop in Lindley to meet Becky 
Cameron, author and illustrator of The Angel and the Mermaid. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed listening to Becky share her stories and learning about how her books are 
created. They were also excited to help paint the window of Lindley Bookshop, proudly displaying their 
artwork for the local community to see. 

It was a wonderful and inspiring experience for everyone involved. 

Looking After Our Community: Pupils Take Action with a Litter Pick 

This week’s theme in school has focused on the importance of looking after 
our community, and our Community Committee have embraced the 
challenge with real enthusiasm. Wanting to make a positive impact on the 
local area, the group decided to organise a community litter pick. 
Armed with bags, gloves and litter grabbers, the pupils set out along 
Moorlands Road and into the nearby park. In just 30 minutes, their 
teamwork and determination paid off — they managed to collect an 
impressive five full bags of rubbish. 

The activity not only helped to improve the appearance of our local 
surroundings but also encouraged the children to reflect on how small 
actions can make a big difference. We are incredibly proud of their effort, 
responsible attitude, and commitment to caring for the place we all call 
home. 



 
 

Opal Update: Wet Weather, Big Imagination! 

Despite the mixed weather this week, the children have embraced every 
moment of outdoor play and continued to show just how creative, resilient, 
and imaginative they can be. 

This week, we introduced tyres onto the field, which quickly became a source 
of fantastic imaginative fun. From obstacle courses to inventive games, the 
tyres inspired lots of teamwork and problem-solving as the children explored 
the new equipment. 

The puddles also proved irresistible! Armed with a sweeping brush, some 
children discovered they could make waves across the water, while others had 
great fun jumping over the waves created by their friends. Skipping continues 
to be a firm favourite too, with long ropes and group games bringing plenty of 
energy to playtime. 

A huge highlight of the week was the arrival of our new playground speaker, 
purchased using funds raised by the School Parliament at Christmas. As soon 
as it was switched on, the playground turned into an instant disco— enjoyed 
equally by children and staff! 

We are extremely grateful for the generous donations that continue to come in 
from our school community. These contributions make a real difference to the 
richness of our OPAL play offer. 

We are still collecting items to help develop our play further. If you are able to 
donate, we would really appreciate: 

• Old suitcases 

• Rope for den-making 

• Sweeping brushes 

• Spades and trowels 

• Beach-style digging equipment 

• Pallets and bread crates for construction 

Thank you for your continued support—it truly helps our play grow stronger 
every week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Help Needed – Do You Work for a Company That Supports Volunteering? 
If anyone works for a company that gives staff time to volunteer on community projects, we would be 
incredibly grateful for your support. We have a large project in the school grounds that needs some extra 
hands. 



 
 

We are hoping to clear an overgrown area in the bottom playground, behind the Year 6 gym equipment 
and Summersville. At the moment, the space is unusable due to thick ivy, brambles, and general 
overgrowth. We applied for a grant to transform this space into a wild play area, but unfortunately, we 
were not successful — so now we are looking for help from our wonderful community to make this vision a 
reality. If you, your workplace, or someone you know may be able to offer volunteer time, tools, or advice, 
we would love to hear from you. Any ideas or support are very welcome! 

Arbor Parent Portal 

Recently, we invited parents to login to the Arbor Parent Portal, and we have almost transitioned all 
parents over onto the new system. If you have yet to do so, please try logging in to the Parent Portal as 
soon as possible. We will keep you updated on this transition but if you have any issues or questions, 
please contact the school office via email (office@moorlandsprimary.org.uk). 

New Adult Walking Group – Come and Join Us! 

We’re excited to launch a new walking group for adults, funded by Project 
Sport. It’s a great way to enjoy fresh air, gentle exercise, and social 
connection.  

When: Thursdays, coffee/tea from 8:45am, walk starts at 9:00am 

Where: Meet at Moorlands, at Bookingham Palace (if no dog) 

Contact: for further information call 0752862850 or email 
projectcommunities@outlook.com  

Please wear comfortable shoes/trainers. 

Dogs Welcome: If you’re bringing a dog, please meet at the top 
of the drive at 9:00am 

Walks will finish by 11:00am, and routes will vary depending on 
attendees. There’s no commitment–come along for one walk or make it a 
regular thing!  

Walking Group Survey 

We would really appreciate it if families could take a moment to complete our short survey about the 
Walking Group. You do not need to attend the group to take part — the survey simply asks for your 
preferred days and times so we can make the sessions as accessible as possible for everyone. 

Thank you for your support! Adult Walking Group – Fill in form 

PTA Disco – 12th February 

Our wonderful PTA are once again running their very popular school discos.  
Date:   Thursday,12th February 2026 
Timings:       Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 – 5.00pm to 6.00pm 
                      Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 – 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
Tickets:         Tickets are £3 each. They are available to book now on ParentPay. Tickets will be 

given out, and names will also be on the door to check for children with allergies. 
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Children with allergies will receive a different coloured ticket and will then be given a 
wristband to wear during the evening, so helpers can identify children and direct 
them to appropriate snacks. 

Ticket deadline: Tickets must be purchased by 9am on 6th February. Book early to avoid 
disappointment! After this date, it will not be possible for you to buy tickets 
or to exchange them with someone else. This is to ensure correct 
medical/dietary information can be collated in advance of the discos and to enable 
the PTA to purchase appropriate amounts of refreshments.  

Disco Information and Guidelines 

We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming school discos! Here are a few important 
reminders to ensure the evening runs smoothly: 

• Collection: All children must be picked up after the discos. They will not be permitted to walk 
home on their own. 

• Medication: If your child requires any medication (e.g., inhalers), please ensure it is sent with them 
to the disco. 

• No Mobile Phones: Please ensure that your child does not bring a mobile phone. 
• Coats: When dropping off your child, please take their coat home with you and bring it back at 

pick-up time. Unfortunately, we don’t have enough space to store all coats during the event. 
• Stalls: There will be stalls offering sweets, crisps, drinks, biscuits, small toys, and keyrings for 

purchase. Please limit the amount of money sent with your child to £5 and, if possible, send it in 
smaller denominations or change. Free water will be available throughout the event. 

We hope your child is as excited about the disco as we are! If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
us at moorlands.primary.pta@outlook.com. Thank you for your cooperation, and we look forward to 
a fantastic night! 

Shout Outs 

On Sunday, Maya (HH), Zara (3S), Ella (3S) and Iris (DD) 
competed in the Wintertime Festival and did extremely well! The 
girls were excellently behaved backstage and supportive of their 
teammates. What a fantastic representation of Moorlands. 

Sofia (2M) has now moved from Rainbows into brownies & 
received her gold award from rainbows which is the highest award 
in rainbows.  

Xavier (4H) achieved his level 6 badge in Trampolining last 
night. We are all very proud of him, keep up the fantastic 
work Xaiver! 

Lyla & Lydia from 6T and Mya & Grace from 6S have 
started playing football for the newly formed Laund Hill U11 
girls team. They were lucky enough to take part in the 
Guard of honour at the Huddersfield town match! They 
recently played their first league match where they all played 
their socks off and the team never gave up!  
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Moorlands Football Team Reach County Finals 

The Moorlands Y6/Y5 football team produced an absolutely fantastic 
team performance on Monday night in the Pennine Sports Floodlit 
Cup. The boys played superbly throughout the competition and 
secured a brilliant victory against Marsden in the final. The Players 
of the Tournament were James (6S) and Kai (6C) chosen by Mr 
Cannon and Mrs Fisher for their excellent sportsmanship and 
dedication on the pitch. This well-earned win means the team will 
now go on to represent Moorlands in the county finals next week, a 
tremendous achievement for everyone involved. 

A huge thank you goes to the parents and supporters who came along to cheer 
the team on in the freezing cold – your support was greatly appreciated. Well 
done to all the boys on a fantastic achievement! 

On Tuesday, five of our students took part in the Quiksticks event at Salendine 
Nook High School. They worked together brilliantly and demonstrated their hard 
work, sportsmanship, amazing hockey skills in every game. A special well done 
to Ryder (6T) who was named Player of the Match for his fantastic goal.  

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 2026 

We are excited to celebrate World Book Day again this year, and back by popular demand, children 
can enjoy a non-uniform day with two fun options: 

Dress-Up Options 

Option 1: Come to school dressed in what you enjoy reading in – for example, pyjamas or a comfy 
tracksuit. 

Option 2: Dress as your favourite book character, such as Matilda, Mr Bump, The Gruffalo, Cat in the 
Hat, and many more! 

Book Swap 

As in previous years, each year group will take part in a Book Swap. Children can bring in a book from 
home that they no longer want and swap it for a different one within their year group. 

             Please ensure all books are brought into school by Thursday 5th March. 

Book in a Box Competition 

Over the next few weeks, children are invited to take part in our Book in a Box competition. 
This is free to enter, and prizes will be awarded for the most creative designs. 

The challenge is to create a scene from your favourite story inside a box – you can be as imaginative 
as you like! 

                Please bring completed boxes into school by Friday 27th February and hand them to your 
class teacher. 

       Don't forget to label your box with your name and class. 



 
 

Examples for inspiration can be seen below. 

Moorlands Star Writer of the Week 

This week's Star Writer is Rhia in Sparkling Stars. She produced a fantastic 
piece of writing about an underwater animal linked to our topic ‘Under the 
Sea’. Rhia used her phonics knowledge brilliantly, applying her taught 
sounds and helpful words to support her writing. She also included some 
lovely adjectives to make her writing more descriptive. Well done Rhia, we 
are very proud of you! 
All work chosen for Moorlands Star Writer of the Week will be shared on 
the school website and can be found under the ‘Curriculum’ tab on the 
website’s main page.  
Be sure to keep checking our newsletter and website to see who will be the 
next Moorlands Star Writer! 

Behaving the Moorlands Way and Learner of the Week Awards 

Each week, two special certificates are awarded in every class: Behaving the Moorlands Way and Learner 
of the Week. These awards are given to students who consistently demonstrate excellent behaviour and a 
fantastic attitude towards learning, always doing their best. We are thrilled to announce the recipients of 
this week's awards. 

Class Award winner Class Award winner Class Award winner 

 Behaving 
the 

Moorlands 
Way 

Learner of 
the week 

 Behaving 
the 

Moorlands 
Way 

Learner of 
the week 

 Behaving 
the 

Moorlands 
Way 

Learner of 
the week 

DD Mason Kairo 2S Reuben Luke 4H Layla Maisy 

HH Haaris Phoebe 2M Hugo Haroon 5W Oscar Milo 

SS Hero Riya P 3M Holly Le Shante 5G Zach Charlie 

1P Zaynab Eleanor 3HS Hashim Lucy 5F Ayesha Lily-Mae 

1K Maisie Annabelle 3S Mohammed Zack 6T Kiaan Isabelle 

1SO Eabha Kaydan 4CM Joshua Eva 6C Maysam Archie 

2J Stanley Phoebe 4W Zoya Grace 6S Amina Grace H 



 
 

Anti-Litter Campaign – Banner Competition 

We are launching a whole-school Anti-Litter Banner Competition to 
help tackle the recent increase in litter being thrown onto the top field. 
Although we contacted the council to request a bin, our application 
was unfortunately not approved due to cost. As a result, we are 
turning to pupil voice and creativity to help raise awareness. 
All pupils are invited to design a banner with an anti-litter message. 
The winning entries from KS1 and KS2 will be professionally made into 
banners and displayed proudly on the top-field fence to remind 
everyone to take care of our school environment. 
Full details can be found on the competition poster. 
Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep our school 
grounds clean and cared for. 

Dates for Your Diary  

Monday 2nd February   Floodlit Cup Football County Final!   

3rd and 4th February Year 3 Bagshaw Museum 

Thursday 5th February Young Voices Choir singing at Manchester Co-op Arena 

Friday 6th February PTA Disco Deadline 

Thursday 12th February  Close for half term 

Thursday 12th February PTA Disco 

Friday 13th February  Teacher training day- school closed for pupils. 

Monday 23rd February School reopens. 

Wednesday 11th February  The ‘Phonics Screening Check’ information 9.00am.  

Thursday, 26th February The ‘Phonics Screening Check’ information 5pm 

Monday, 2nd March Summer Term After School Clubs open for booking 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day  

10th-11th March Parliament London trip. 

Tuesday 17th March Year 5 parent assembly 

Tuesday 24th March PTA Easter Egg Bingo 

Wednesday 25th March Reception Parent assembly  

Friday 27th March Yr.1 Parent assembly 

Friday 27th March Break up for the Easter Holidays. 

 



 
 

Keep up to date with all the latest news, events, and celebrations by following us on Instagram 
@MoorlandsHudds and visiting our school website: www.moorlandsprimary.org.uk. 

We regularly share: 

     Important school announcements 

         Photos and highlights from school events 

              Student achievements and celebrations 

             Key dates and reminders for parents & carers. 

As always, we have an open-door policy – if there’s anything you’d like to discuss, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. We value our school community and are always here to support you! 
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